
HOW TO                    COLLAGRAPH PRINT 
 
This technique involves two creative processes: first create a 

collage, then ink and print the image.  The collage can include 

found objects and recycled materials.  Therefore, it is favoured 

amongst artists seeking to incorporate environmentally friendly 

techniques in to their printmaking practice. 

 

YOU WILL NEED: 

• Cardboard (cut out cereal box) 

• Collage materials, e.g.: string, feathers, handmade papers, 

sandpaper, fabric, ribbon, coins, flat buttons, sequins 

• PVA, pot and spatula 

• Craft knife 

• Scissors 

• Yacht varnish 

• Plastic, glass or acetate sheet 

• Palette knife 

• Roller 

• Scrim 

 

METHOD: 

• Glue the collage items to the un-dyed side of the cardboard 

– as the glue may cause the dyes to run and spoil your print.  

Do not use too much height on your collage and gradually 

build up in layers, to ensure each variation of depth is picked 

up in the printing stage 

 



• When you are satisfied with your image, allow the PVA to 

dry, then, coat the entire plate with a fine layer of yacht 

varnish; this will help when wiping off the ink and also when 

cleaning the plate at the end.  If you do not have any varnish, 

PVA is a reasonable substitute, but it is not as durable 

 

 

• Use a rolled up piece of 

scrim (or other cotton cloth) 

to pick up some ink and dab 

it on to the collage plate.  

Rub the ink in all over the 

surface of the plate, make 

sure it is pushed in to all of 

the cracks and lines of your 

collage 

 

• With a clean piece of scrim, smoothly wipe away the excess 

ink.  Do not pick out the ink from the recesses – you need 

these to print 
 

• Place the plate on the 

press, image side up, and 

lay a piece of dampened 

paper over the top.  Once 

the paper is in place, do 

not move or touch it as this 

will smudge your print and 

leave finger prints 



 

• Lay the press blankets over 

the paper and turn the wheel 

to move the roller across the 

full length of the blankets 

 

 
 

 

• To reveal your print, hold 

the paper down on one 

corner and peel away 

from the opposite corner 

– if there is a problem 

with the print, you can 

now easily put the paper 

down in the same place, adjust the press and print again 

 

• Clean everything you have used with soapy water, or use a 

rag soaked in white spirit if you used oil-based inks or paints 

 

• If there is ink remaining on the collagraph plate it can be 

wiped clean with a damp cloth  

 

TIPS AND TRICKS: 

• Create texture and tone by using a craft knife to crosshatch 

lines in to the cardboard. Cut away areas that you want to 

remain completely unlinked 



• Before applying varnish, take an embossed impression (print 

without ink) to test the effectiveness of your image.  Re-work 

areas you are not happy with by adding more collage or 

scrape away areas that are too thick. 

• If the paper gets stuck to the plate during embossing, there 

is too much pressure applied by the press, so adjust the 

settings to release the roller 

• To ensure your image prints square to the centre of your 

paper, use a guide sheet: 

o Use a piece of paper the same size of your printing 

paper  

o Position the inked plate in the centre of this piece 

o When you cover the plate with your printing paper, 

make sure the edges match up with the guide sheet 

• To keep both your print and the printing press blankets 

clean, always use two clean sheets of thin paper: one 

positioned underneath your plate, the other over the top of 

your printing paper/under the blankets.  If ink gets on to the 

blankets it can be transferred on to your print 

• Similarly, keep your hands clean by washing them after you 

have inked up the plate.  This avoids transferring ink to the 

press and on to your clean printing paper 

• Use more than one colour and blend these together when 

wiping away with the clean scrim 

• For thicker collage plates and items (e.g. pieces of plastic or 

metal) bevel the edges to a 45° angle; this will prevent stark 

white lines haloing the object - ink cannot be picked up 

where there are sudden variations of depth 

 


